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From Maryland to Istanbul and Back- Columbia-based  Artist 
Coordinating International Panel Discussion & Art Event 

 
(Columbia, Maryland) This September, Columbia-based artist Michelle Dunn will travel to 
Istanbul, Turkey to participate in a global forum for emerging contemporary artists called MIND 
THE GAP. 
 
The title playfully alludes to transportation, but also references borders and gaps of all kinds: 
geographic, social, and economic. The following questions will be explored:  
 
● In the face of global economic and environmental crises, what options do we have for a 

new vision? 
 
● What does nationality mean in a homogenized world in which multinational chain 

corporations are on every street corner in every corner of the globe? 
 
● How have our definitions of place been altered by the technologies we use every day?  

 
The project is the brainchild of interdisciplinary artist Alexia Mellor, who was recently featured in 
the Boston Globe as one of the six graduate students to watch. MIND THE GAP has been invited 
to participate at ISEA2011held at the Sabanci University, Istanbul, and will also be initiating and 
curating an international performance-based art event to take place September 13-15, 2011 
throughout Istanbul. 
 
In addition to her work with MIND THE GAP, Dunn teaches at the Columbia Art Center and 
throughout Howard County for the Fine Arts initiative in the After School program. Recently the 
artist was featured in “Art Reinvention” which was part of The Columbia Festival of the Arts. The 
exhibit featured art created with raw, organic, found or recycled materials and was covered by 
WBFF Fox 45 and The Baltimore Sun.  
 



 

“I am extremely excited to be collaborating with Alexia on this project because she is a true 
visionary,” said Dunn. “As we continue to explore the effects of globalization on art, it is my hope 
that we’ll see a renewed interest in lesser known forms and techniques, especially as applied 
through the lens of our ever expanding social network.” “Living in a community such as Columbia 
where diversity is welcomed and nurtured, I hope to enhance the discussion through my trip to 
Turkey.” Dunn is currently looking for opportunities to show international artists and create 
discussions in Howard County and Baltimore area that would allow the dialogue to continue after 
the initiative in Istanbul. 
 
  

*** 
 

About MIND THE GAP 
MIND THE GAP needs your support to create opportunities for international artists and scholars to 
collaborate and exchange ideas. We are currently seeking monetary support and donations in the 
form of air miles to make our first iteration of MIND THE GAP possible as we head to Istanbul to 
the ISEA conference. Please consider sponsoring MIND THE GAP to make this type of 
community-engaged endeavor possible. To schedule an interview or for further information, please 
contact Michelle Dunn at icont.cept@gmail.com and visit http://projectmindthegap.wordpress.com.  
 


